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. T is something to be a missionary. The morning stars 
sang together and all the sons of God shouted for joy 

- when they saw the field which the first missionary was 
Ti. to fill, The great and loving God, before whom angels 
-| = —__ veil their faces, had an only Son, and He was sent to earth 
1a _ as a missionary physician. It is something to be a follower, 
? : however feeble, in the wake of the great Teacher and only 
1s - model missionary that ever appeared among men, and now 
g - that He is Head over all things, King of Kings, and Lord of 
Lords, what commission is equal to that which the missionary 

| holds from Him? May I venture to invite young men of edu- 

- cation, when laying down the plan of their lives, to take a 
glance at that of missionary? For my own part, I never cease 


to rejoice that God has appointed me to such an office.” 
Davip LIVINGSTONE. 


The Vote on Amendment to the Book of Church Order to permit Women 
Elders shows 27 Presbyteries have voted for the Amendment and 41 
Presbyteries have voted Against. This leaves 17 Presbyteries yet to report. 
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“Think On These Things” 


The conflicting voices in the world today 
create a problem of the first order for the Chris- 
tian. Not only are there opposing ideologies 
which divide the world into two camps but 
the free world finds it impossible to maintain 
a balance of opinion on a multitude of prob- 
lems. 


Even a casual reading of the secular press 
and secular news magazines will show how many 
individuals and groups are beating the air in 
vain attempts to arrive at solutions for ever 
recurring or entirely new issues which arise. 


In recent months there has been an ominous 
increase in “hate literature” being circulated 
through the mails. Some of it is certainly justi- 
fied warning against Communism abroad and 


at home but through this same channel there 


is spewing forth a volume of anti-Semitic, anti- 
Catholic, and anti-EVERYTHING propaganda 
which can easily disturb, distort and misdirect 
the thinking of good people who receive it. 


The net result of all of this conflict in out- 
look is to further confuse a world and national 
situation already seemingly confused to the limit. 


Under such circumstances what should Chris- 
tians do? There are certainties on which we 
can fix our minds; good and lovely things which 
we can promote; eternal verities which we can 
believe and which are the polestar of Christian 
faith and living. 


We need Jesus Christ and the assurance of 


His forgiveness and of His cleansing power. 


We need the ever present power and blessing 
of the in-dwelling Holy Spirit. We need the 
comfort, guidance and wisdom which comes alone 
from making the Holy Scriptures our daily 
portion. We need the quiet strength and re- 
directing grace which comes from an attitude 
of unending prayer. 


In other words, we need to make constant 
use of God’s already provided means of grace. 
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~ By their use our thinking is clarified, our judg- 


ments are settled in Him and His holy will, 
our attitudes are controlled by Christian love. 


Paul, in his letter to the Phillipians, gives 
an admonition which will solve this problem: 


“Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, 


whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things 
are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever 


things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good 


report; if there be any virtue, and if there be 
any praise, think on these things.” 
—L.N.B. 


Investing For Eternity 


Investors in the stock market hurriedly turn 
to the pages of the daily papers to see what 
has happened to the value of their particular 
stock. This is the inevitable reaction of those 
whose affections at least in part center in the 
material. 


What about your investment in World Mis- 
sions? 


Our church has investments in over 500 mis- 
sionaries, thousands of national workers, many 
schools and hospitals scattered across the world. 


How does their stock stand in God’s exchange? 


The writer’ has visited most of our mission 
fields, met hundreds of national Christians, 
seen many of our various institutions and had 
warm fellowship with the majority of our mis- 
sionaries. Have we invested our money well? 
Are we getting good returns on our stock? 


The answer is an unequivocal YES. 


Every member of our church should be thank- 
ful for that which God is doing in the fields 
where we are represented. We should praise 
Him for the choice representatives we have 
sent out. They are superior men and women. 
Most of all they are consecrated, efficient and 
effective in the work God has given them to do. 
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But we need more such men and women 
and there is an alarming lag between the call 
and the number who are responding each year 
to that call. 


Three things are needed: dedication of life, 
consecration of money and faithful daily prayer 
for world evangelization. Every Christian should 
share in this investment. 


How much stock do you hold? 
—L.N.B. 


“Every Person Is of 


Infinite Value.” P P P 


Is this statement true? We are told that it 
is from the Bible and drawn from a careful 
study of the Scriptures. What are the passages 
or texts which support it? No doubt, those 
who drew up this statement studied the Bible, 
but did they get this from the Bible? Or did 
they bring it to the Bible? Ought such a ques- 
tionable premise be made the basis for a pro- 
gram which the whole Church is asked to pro- 
mote? | 


The Scriptures are our rule of faith and prac- 
tice, but we do not find that the Scriptures 
teach that every person, or indeed that any 
merely human person, is of infinite value. The 
Divine Person, each of the Persons of the Trin- 
ity, is infinite; but every human person is finite. 
Jesus said that a man is of more value than 
a sheep, and that a disciple is of more value 


than many birds. He told us to value our eternal © 


life more than the riches of this world. But 
He did not say man is of infinite value. The 
Psalmist says that man is made but little lower 
than the angels. Ps. 8.4; Hebr. 2.7. The 
psalmist, 103.15, the prophet, Isaiah 40.6 and 
the apostle, I Peter 1.24, compare man to the 
grass of the field and his fading glory to that 
of the flower . . . over against the stability of 
the Word of God. | 


if every man were of infinite value God's 
plan to save man would only be a shrewd pro- 
gram to conserve values. If every man is of 
infinite value the logical conclusion is unt- 
versalism. The God of that kind of thinking 
might be expected to be too smart to allow any 
infinite value to be lost. 


Some even forget the clear line drawn in 
the Institutes between the infinite Creator and 
the finite creatures of His hand, Bk. I, chapters 


xii and xiv, and ascribe to Calvin the infinite 
value of every human soul. Following Augus- 
tine, Calvin ascribes a value to man at the time 
of Christ’s death for him, and at the time of 
an individual’s conversion. Whatever remains 
in fallen man that is of God’s workmanship 
still has value, despite the loss that man’s sin 
has brought upon man. 


Even in these cases, however, Calvin refers to 
his fuller treatment of the theme in his Com- 
mentary on Ephesians. There he goes back 
with Paul to the electing love of God focused 
on man before the foundation of the world. 
There he shows that God loved not because of 
any value in man — for man was not. Then 
He chose man to be holy and without blame 
before Him, even though He foresaw that man 
would be unholy and blameworthy — for He 
chose man in Christ. 


In the second chapter of this great Epistle 
Paul lays before us the sin and wickedness of 
man. In the face of this portrayal of human 
iniquity, he asserts that God being rich in mercy 
— not for the sake of any alleged infinite value 
in man — but for His own great love where- 
with He loved us — made us alive with Christ. 


Now there are persons in God’s electing love 
out of every nation and kindred and tribe — 
every sex and every color. If that be the truth 
that is aimed at, why not state it in Scriptural 
language, and on the basis of the Word of 
God, appeal for Christian conduct towards men 
of all races? 


Instead of the allegedly Biblical principle, 
why not use the Bible itself, e.g., Rev. 7.9: 
“After these things I saw and behold a great 
multitude which no man could number out 
of every nation, and of all tribes and peoples 
and tongues, standing before the throne and 
before the Lamb, arrayed in white robes and 
with palms in their hands.” “These are they 
which have come out of great tribulation and 
washed their robes and made them white in 
the blood of the Lamb.” ‘The word of our 
Lord in the parable of the Good Samaritan 
moves people in our Church who are not moved 
by the decision of the U. S. Supreme Court. 

—W.C.R. 
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Thus It Is Written 


By Ralph Brewer 


Matthew presented Jesus as the Messiah, and 
he, Mark, Luke and John referred often in 
their gospels to prophesies in the Old Testa- 
ment which were fulfilled in the life, death and 
resurrection of Christ. Not only our Lord’s 
birth and ministry but even his dying words 
were foretold in Psalms 22:1 and 31:5. 


The prophets said a king of the line of David 
would come to rule and bless the world and 
Joseph and Mary could trace their genealogy 
back to David. “The Branch” is similar to 
“Nazareth” and so He became a Nazarene. 
Isaiah said He would be born of a virgin and 
Micah fixed the spot as Bethlehem. Hosea pre- 
dicted the sojourn in Egypt and Isaiah said 
he would live at Nazareth in Galilee. The mes- 
senger to announce Him, Elijah-like John the 
Baptist, was described by Isaiah and Malachi. 


Jeremiah forecast the massacre of children in 
Bethlehem and Isaiah said He would proclaim 
a jubilee, His mission would be to the Gentiles 
and His ministry would be featured by healing. 


Isaiah and the Psalms prognosticated that He 
would be rejected, hated and disbelieved but 
that His entry into Jerusalem would be tri- 


umphal. His betrayal for thirty pieces of silver F 
was predicted in Zechariah and in the Psalms, | 
Isaiah said He would die with malefactors and — 


Zechariah pictured the smitten shepherd. 


The Psalms, years before it happened, de. 


picted the scene at the Cross when dice were 


thrown for His garments, and said vinegar and [ 
gall would be offered Him, that His side would | 
be pierced but not a bone would be broken. | 
Isaiah said He would be buried by a rich man | 
and Psalms foretold He would rise the third | 


day while Daniel predicted the destruction of 
Jerusalem. | 


Thus it is written, tying together the Old | 
and New Testaments. He who believes the | 
Bible accepts Christ, he who accepts Christ | 
believes the Bible. But there is a final and | 
sad note: Matthew, describing the scene in the | 


garden of Gethsemane in the 26th chapter, 


56th verse, wrote: “But all this was done that ; 
the scriptures of the prophets might be ful- | 
filled. Then all the disciples forsook Him and ‘ 


fled.” 


The Wise Men and Their Gifts 


(A New Year Message) | 
By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


A great deal has been said and written about 
these “wise men”; who they were, and where 
they came from. I will not enter into that dis- 
cussion. We call them wise men. I believe there 
were several reasons why they were wise: 


They were wise in searching the sky, since 
they had no Scriptures to search. Nature is 
one of God’s Books; a revelation of His char- 
acter and glory, as the Psalmist so beautifully 
expresses it; The heavens declare the glory of 
God. 


They were wise enough not to worship the 
Stars, as some of the Eastern people did, but 
looked beyond the stars to the God Who made 


them. 


They were wise in following the star, living 
up to the best light they had, for this was a 
special star, going in a definite direction, and 
pointing to a special place. 


They were wise in consulting those who had 
the Scripture. The star had led to Palestine, and 
there at Jerusalem were men who knew the 
prophesies concerning the Coming One. The 
Bible is our clearest revelation of God. 


PAGE 4 


They were wise to fall down and worship 
the King when they found Him. They did not | 


worship Mary or Joseph, but the Babe in the 


manger; the King. They opened their treasures | 
and presented their gifts; gold, and frankincense | - 


and myrrh. 


This leads me to the two questions which | 
I wish to ask: What can we, as a church, give | 
to Him? and What can we as individuals give | 


to Him? 


I. What can we, as a Church, as a Congregation, | 


give to our King? 


Jesus Christ, the Head of the Church is inter- | 
ested in, and concerned about, each particular [| 
church and congregation. He makes this very | 
clear in His Letters to the Seven Churches of | 
Asia. Each church, as a distinct group, has a | 
personal relationship to Him. What can we | 
give Him? 

I am sure that what we have done in a ma- | 
terial way, our new buildings, and our loving | 
care of our church property, is pleasing to Him. — 


I wish to turn from these things, however, and 7. 


suggest a few very simple, but very important | 


things. 
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1. First, I am sure that our presence here, in 
the place of worship will be a gift that He 
would honor. One of the tragic little sentences 
in John’s Gospel is this: “But Thomas, one of 
the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them 
when Jesus came.” Now Thomas was the very 
one who needed to be there. He spent another 
week in despondency and doubt because he 
was not in his place the first time they met. 
He was there the next time and was richly 
blessed. Remember, we have an appointment 
to meet Jesus; let us be in our place when He 
comes! 


2. Then, I am sure we should recognize Him 
as being present, and make Him the very center 
of our worship. We are meeting “in His name.” 
Our worship is Christian worship. Let us make 
it Christ-centered. Make sure that all in the 
congregation are brought face to face with Him, 
as Lord and Master, as Saviour and Friend. 


3. Make our worship “Heart-centered” as 
well as Christ-centered. The one thing that 
grieves God most is for His people to draw near 
with their mouth and their lips but “their heart 
is far from me.” This was the complaint of Isaiah 
and of Jesus. So, whatever we do, in worship, 
or in service, let our hearts be in it. This ap- 
plies to our singing, to our praying, to the 
reading of the Word, to the offering we bring, 
and to the message. | 


4. Make our worship ‘Gospel-centered.” Do 
all we can to reach out and bring in the lost, 
bringing them in from the fields, going out 
into the highways and hedges, and compelling 
them to come in, that His house may be filled. 
The best gift we can bring to Him is some 
lost sinner who comes and is saved. We are here 
on business for our King. Make every service 
evangelistic. We have “Good News.” Let us 
herald that “Good News” so that sinners are 
saved. 


These are a few of the gifts we can bring to 
Him as a congregation. 


Il. What can I, as an individual, bring to my 
King? 


I am sure that each one of us would like to 
make our own gift. What will it be? 


Let each of us give ourselves to Him in re- 
newed consecration, and if there should be an 
unsaved person present, first, let me plead with 
you to give yourself to Him; receive Him into 
your heart; He is God’s greatest Gift! 


2. Spend more time with Him in medita- 
tion and prayer. We are living in a busy age. 
Many are having nervous breakdowns. A lady 
went to her doctor—a Christian doctor—for an 


examination. After he had questioned her and 


examined her, he said, Go home and read 
your Bible more. She flushed with anger and 
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said, Doctor, I am a sick woman; I want you 
to prescribe for me. He repeated, Go home, 
and read your Bible. She did, and was a new 
woman. I am sure there are many of us who 
need to do the same thing. It will make us 
well, physically and spiritually. Yes, give Him 
more of our time. 


3. Give Him a firmer Faith. We like people 
to trust us; to believe in us. About the high- 
est tribute I can give to a friend is to say, I 
would trust him with my life, and everything 
else I have. Can we not trust Our Best Friend 
that way? Let us give Him an unwavering 
faith. We do not know what is coming in the 
year ahead, but we do know that He will be 
there. He wants us to trust Him. 


4. Let us remember to thank Him, to praise 
Him, to show our gratitude. Do you think 
to say, Thank you, Lord, when you have some 
harrow escape on the highway, or when some 
unexpected blessing comes your way? 


5. Give Him our Homes; rededicate them to 
Him. If the family altar is broken down, build 
it again. The family that “prays together, stays 
together,” as you have often heard. Is your 
family “praying together’’? 


6. Strive to grow like Him. He loves to see 
His children grow. To grow up into Him is 
something which will please Him very much. 
We are never complete until we are complete 
in’ Him. 


7. Give Him the testimony of an out and 
out Christian Life. He needs our testimony. 
We are His letter of recommendation to a 
world that is sadly in need of a Saviour. 


8. Give Him a deeper Love; a Love that 
“grows and glows”: let our constant prayer 
be, More love to Thee, O Christ, More love 
to Thee. 


As a Church, a congregation, and as indi- 
viduals, may we open our treasures this morn- 
ing and present our gifts to the King! 


A challenge ... a hand to guide ... a 
Christian Home away from Home 


PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE 
Marshall W. Brown, President — Clinton, S. C. 


PULPIT & CHOIR GOWNS 


Pulpit Hangers — Altar Clothes 

Bible Markers — Communion 

Linens — Embroideries — Fabrics 

Custom Tailoring For Clergymen 
Marking 120 

1837 Years of Service 1957 

To The Church And Clergy 


COX SONS & VINING, Inc. 
131 East 23rd Street, New York 10, N.Y. 
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Helps To Understanding 
Scripture Readings 
in Day by Day 
By Rev. C. C. Baker 


Sunday, February 17, I Peter 1:3-9. The Chris- 
tians to whom Peter wrote (vv.1-2) were suffer- 
ing for their faith (v.6). Yet, he spoke to them 
in terms of joy (vv.6a,8) and hope (v.3). Where 
are the true hopes of the Christian placed 
(vv.3-4)? What advantages does this type of 
inheritance have over earthly treasures (v.4) ? 
What does “in this you rejoice” (v.6a) refer 
to? Can you rejoice over your prospects in 
heaven? The Lord is able to hold steadfast those 
who wonder if they can be faithful (v.5). What 
divine purpose is there in the testings of this 
life (v.7)? What is their relation to our eternal 
inheritance? What relation does Christ have to 
the Christian’s hope (v.3)? joy (v.8)? All of 
the truths of vv.3-9 are real for the Christian 
because of Christ. 


Monday, February 18, Genesis }:1-13. Genesis 
One is not a scientific treatise. It is a poetic 
hymn that tells the story of how God created 
the universe. It should be read in a devotional 
spirit. Discover all the facts you can about God. 
What relation does He have to the universe? 
Would He exist if the universe had never been 
made? Is He aware of what is in the universe? 
What is His attitude toward it? What do the 
words “God said ... and it was so” reveal of 
God's power? The Christian is filled with awe 
and wonder as he realizes that the Lord Jesus 
participated in the creation of the universe (John 
1:1-2; Hebrews 1:2). Your attitude toward 
Christ determines your attitude toward your 
Creator (John 5:23). 


Tuesday, February 19, John 1:1-14. Think 
again of vv.1-3 in terms of the creation story of 
Genesis One. Who is the Word (v.14)? Jesus, 
the Son of God (v.14b), became a man in order 
to make us sons of God (v.12). It is indeed 
strange that when Christ came to make this 
Sonship available to men, His own people cruci- 
fied Him (vv.10-11). All of the glory that John 
and the disciples beheld in Christ (v.14b), all 
of the grace and truth that was in Him (v.1]4a), 
comes into our lives when we receive Him 
(v.16). His presence in us is life itself (v.4). 
Through Christ the Christian is able to enter 
into the Creator’s presence as a son (v.12) and 
call Him “Father” (Rom. 8:15). As we think 
of the benefits we have received freely in 
Christ, our hearts should respond in love to 
Him. 


Wednesday, February 20, Philippians 2:5-11. 
To what in vv.6-8 does the “therefore” of v.9 
refer? What is it about the ministry of Christ 
in v.8b that prompts God the Father to so 
honor the Son in vv.9-11? The name (v.9) that 
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the Father is bestowing upon the Son for His 
work on earth is found in v.11. What is going 
to happen in heaven and on earth some day 
when the very name of the Lord Jesus is men- 
tioned (vv.10-11)? A preview of that day is 
given in Revelation 5:6-14. Is the honor that 
you give to Jesus greater than the honor you 
give to any other name (v.9)? Is your honor of 
the lips only, or do you bow to Jesus as Lord 
in your life (v.11)? 

Thursday, February 21, I Peter 2:1-10. How 
spontaneous was Peter’s praise to the Lord 
(1:3a) ? How real was his anticipation of heav- 
enly things to come (1:3b-4)? How steady in 
all circumstances (1:5) and how sincere (1:7) 
his faith must have been! Do you think his 
love for Christ was any less an actuality than 
his love for close human friends (1:8a)? Was 
there any strain or pretense in the joy he found 
in the Lord (1:8b)? Could Peter have given 
the advice of 2:1 if he had not found freedom 
from these sins in his own life? of 2:2-3 if his 
own devotional life was no more than a duty? 
For Peter “witnessing for Christ’ (v.9b) was 
a glad privilege, the whole of his Christian ex- 
perience (vv.9-10) a wonderful, awe-inspiring 
miracle. What does this study of Peter’s life 
reveal to you of your need for a living relation- 
ship to Christ? 

Friday, February 22, I Cor. 13. Love is the 
very essence of the nature of God (I John 4:8). 
We prove to be Jesus’ disciples by loving one 
another (I John 3:23-24). Notice the place that 
Paul gives to love in relation to all other Chris- 
tian virtues (vv.1-3,8-9,13). Observe the descrip- 
tions given the greatest of eloquence (v.1), the 
ultimate in knowledge (v.2a), the maximum of 
faith (v.2b), and the highest in service (v.3) 
if love is not there. Read over the qualities 
of love mentioned in vv.4-7 slowly several times 
and think of each quality as it is applicable in 
your life. How do these qualities stand in 
contrast to your own human nature? Whether 
or not these qualities are manifested in our 
lives to any degree determines whether or not 
God in Christ dwells within our hearts. 

Saturday, February 23, Matthew 25:31-40. 
Many times throughout His ministry Jesus spoke 
of the strong ties that made Him one with 
His followers. See, e.g., Matthew 12:46-50. How 
strongly did Christ identify Himself with His 
spiritual brethren in today’s passage (vv.40,45) ? 


~ Ought the good deed a Christian does for a 


fellow-believer have a deeper significance than 
the good deed he does for an_ unbeliever 
(Galatians 6:10)? Why (Matt. 25:45)? How 
serious, how real a thing, must the life of 
Christ dwelling within the believer be (vv.34, 
41,46)? Have you been aware of the gravity of | 
your behavior, physical or spiritual, toward the | 
most insignificant, the “least,” of your fellow- 
Christians? Read Matt. 18:3-6; Luke 10:16; 
Acts 9:4; I Cor. 8:12. 
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LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 17 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Parables Of The Kingdom 


Background Scripture: Matthew 13 


Devotional Reading: Matthew 13:24-30; 36-43 


This method of teaching — by parables — is used a great deal by our Master, but seldom else- 
where in the Bible. (See Job 27:1; Psalm 49:4; Psalm 78:2; Judges 9:7; Isaiah 5, Song of the Vine- 


yard). The little girl’s definition is a good one: 


A parable is an earthly story with a heavenly 


meaning. In these parables Jesus uses the ordinary everyday doings of men to illustrate vital truth 
concerning the nature of His kingdom. When the disciples asked, Why speakest Thou to them 


in parables, He replied, Because it is given unto 


you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of 


heaven, but to them it is not given. These peo- 
ple had stopped their ears and blinded their 
eyes and their hearts had become gross. They 
had no spiritual discernment. They usually 


_ failed to see the meaning or apply the lesson. 
In the case of the wicked husbandmen Mark 


tells us that they knew He had spoken this 
parable against them, and they sought to lay 
hold upon Him. To those who had eyes to 
see and ears to hear and a heart to respond, 
the parable meant a great deal. (See verse 16, 
Blessed are your eyes, etc.). Even the disciples 
were slow to understand at times and in some 
cases Jesus explained the meaning to them. ‘Two 
of the ones in this chapter are explained. 


I. The Parable of the Sower, (or Soils) : 
Matthew 13:1-23. 


The emphasis is upon the Soils. Christ was 
the greatest of sowers, and certainly no fault 
can be found with Him. We, too, are sowers 
of the seed. We may be careless or unfaithful, 
but not so with Jesus. The Seed is the Word. 
There can be no fault in the seed; not when 
sown by the Great Teacher. Now, let us turn 
to the four kinds of soil. These represent us; 
men and women. | 


First, there is the soil called the wayside. 
This is the hard beaten path. These paths 
would wind through the field and some of 
the seed would fall upon them. The preaching 


of the Gospel makes no impression on some — 


people. The wicked one catches away the seed. 
I am afraid that there are many such hearers. 


Second, the seed that fell upon “stony places.” 


This is shallow soil which barely covers a rocky 


subsoil. The seed springs up quickly but has. 


no depth of earth and when the sun is up it 
withers and dies. There are people like this 
everywhere. What preacher has not seen them? 
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They are easily moved, but forget very soon. 
Dr. Beecher tells of preaching on board ship. 
The audience was moved to tears by his elo- 
quent and touching sermon, but the dinner 
bell rang at the close of the service, and in ten 
minutes no one remembered the message, and 
you would not have known that such a service 


had been held. 


The third is very common, I am afraid, in 
this busy age of ours. This seed fell among 
thorns and was choked. I knew a man who 
had a very fertile field, but it was literally cov- 


ered with locust sprouts. He warned his tenant 


not to sow this field in grain, but the warning 
was unheeded and when I saw the field the 
locust sprouts were as high or higher than the 
wheat and it was practically impossible to reap 
any grain. We are living at a time when the 
cares of this world and the deceitfulness of 
riches are choking out the grain in many a 
fertile field. 


The fourth is “good ground.” It is deep and 
fertile and free from thorns. Thank God for 
the good soil! There is some in every com- 
munity. In my forty years of ministry I could 
point to men and women who have brought 
forth, some sixty, some thirty, some even a 
hundredfold. 


There is another encouraging thought. The 
Holy Spirit can make good soil out of bad. He 
can take the stony heart away, and give a 
heart of flesh; He can root out the thorns; He 
can break up a beaten path. The Word of God, 
when accompanied by the power of the Spirit, 
is like dynamite. It is the power of God unto 
salvation: it is living and active and sharper 
than a two-edged sword. 


II. Parable of the Tares: 24-30; 36-43. 
This parable, too, is interpreted by Jesus. It 
is the simple story of a man who sowed good 


PAGE 7 


r His Mar thy 

that 

you 
or of & 

How 

heav- 
(1:7) 

than & 

Was 

und 
riven 
dom 
f his 
luty? 

was & 
ex- 

ring 

ion- 

the 

one 

that 

ris- 

rip- 

the 

of 

ay 
mes 
> in 

in 

her 
our 

not 
-4(), 

yke 

ith 

OW 

lis 

)? 

an 

er 

of 
54, 

of 

he 
16; 


seed in his field, but while men slept, his enemy 
came and sowed tares among the wheat and 
went his way. The point of the story is not so 
much the sowing of the tares, but the question 
of the servants and the answer given them. The 
servants wanted to go and gather up the tares 
at once, but they were told to let both grow 
until the harvest and the separation would take 
place then. The danger was, that in pulling 
up the tares they would pull up some of the 
wheat. 


Jesus explains the parable at the request of 
the disciples. He that sowed the good seed is 
the Son of Man; the field is the world; the 
good seed are the children of the kingdom; 
but the tares are the children of the wicked 
one; the enemy that sowed them is the devil; 
the harvest is the end of the world; the reapers 
are the angels. The separation will come at 
the end of the world when the righteous and 
the wicked shall go to their places. (See Mat- 
thew 25:31,32; Revelation 14:14-20). I suppose 
all of us at times have thought that if all the 
wicked people could just be “rooted out,” this 
world would be a much better place in which 
to live. The answer is, Let both grow together 
until the harvest. This does not mean, I take 
it, that we are to make boon companions of 
the wicked and partake of their wickedness. 
God says, Come out frem among them and be 
separate. Jesus pravs that we may be “in the 
world,” but “not of the world.” Then again, 
we are to be His witnesses in a wicked world. 
It mav be that some of the “tares” may be 
changed into wheat. With God, nothing is im- 
possible: we may snatch some as brands from 
the burning. 


III. Parable of the Mustard Seed: 31,32. 


This is commenly interpreted as meaning the 
outward growth of the kingdom from a tiny 
seed to an herb large enough for the fowls of 
the air to come and lodge in its branches. When 
vou think of the call of Abraham and the prom- 
ise God gave to him that his seed should be 
as the sand and the stars, or when you think 
of the church at Pentecost and the growth of 
the Christian Church ever since, you can see 
that both in the Old Testament and in the 
New, the Church has grown. I cannot pass this 
parable, however, without calling your atten- 
tion to the interpretation which Dr. G. Camp- 
bell Morgan puts on this story. He thinks that 
there is an “unnatural growth” pictured here. 
For example, the Church after Constantine, be- 
came very popular; it developed into a semi- 
political organization with worldly power but 
little spirituality: the “birds of the air’ — 
princes and leaders who were devoid of any 
real religion, took refuge in, and became a part 
of this worldly church. There is food for 
thought in this interpretation! 
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IV. Parable of the Leaven: 33. 


This parable is usually understood as re. 
ferring to the inward growth of the kingdom 
in the heart and life, and also its leavening 
power in the world. Leaven works quietly, but 
thoroughly, until the whole is leavened. So the 
work of God’s Spirit changes men and society 
as a whole. Again, as in the parable of the Mus- 
tard Seed, Dr. Morgan has a word of warning. 
He reminds us that “leaven” Ts almost always 
used in the Bible to denote evil, not good. Jesus 
warns in no uncertain terms about the “leaven 
of the Pharisees and Sadducees, and Herod,” and 
explains that by leaven He means “teaching.” 
It is entirely possible for a church to become 
so permeated with this sort of leaven that it 
becomes powerless and apostate. As a great 
admirer of Dr. Morgan I feel bound to deeply 
respect what he says. 


V. Parable of the Treasures 44. 


The most valuable, the most important thing 
in the world is this “kingdom of heaven.” Seek 
ye first the kingdom of God and His righteous- 
ness, and all these things shall be added unto 
you. When the man in the parable finds the 
treasure, he sells all that he has and buys the 
field where he had found the treasure. Do not 
get confused by minor details. ‘The main point 
is the supreme value of the kingdom. We are 
to forsake all that we have, if necessary, and 
follow Him. The rich young ruler did not 
realize the value of the treasure upon which 
he turned his back. 


VI. Parable of the Pearl of Great Price: 45,46. 


The main teaching is similar to the other. 
The man who found the treasure seemed to 


come upon it accidentally and was surprised 


when he found it, while the man in this parable 
is a pearl merchant, seeking goodly pearls. Sal- 
vation seems to come to some when they least 
expect it, but they recognize its value. ‘There 
are others who are “seekers after truth.” God 
promises that we shall find Him if we seek for 
Him with all our heart. 


VII. Parable of the Net: 47-50. 


The point in this parable is very much like 
the one in the parable of the tares. The net 
gathers all sorts of fish, some good, some bad. 
They draw it to shore and there separate the 
bad from the good. So it shall be at the Judg- 
ment. 
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PEOPLES 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR FEBRUARY 17 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


The Testimony We Bear 


Hymns: “Rejoice, Ye Pure In Heart” 
| “T’ll Go Where You Want Me To Go” 
“Blessed Assurance, Jesus Is Mine” 


Scripture: I Corinthians 13° and Matthew 
23:34-40. 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 
When we identify ourselves with Christ and 
His church, we claim to be His representatives. 


_ Every one of us who believes in Christ and 


who has united with the church is recognized 
by the world as one of Christ’s people. We 
say we are Christ’s representatives, but does our 
way of living truly represent Him to the world? 
What we say and do is our testimony. Is our 
testimony true to the One Whom we claim to 


represent? Do people get an accurate idea of — 


Christ Jesus when they hear our words and 
behold our actions day in and day out? If we 
are not giving a true picture of Jesus in our 
living, we are not bearing true testimony. 


If we are. not always bearing a true witness 


to our Saviour, what can we do about it? First 
of all, we can be obedient to His will. We 
can keep the commandments He has given us. 
This does not mean a mere grudging, legal 
obedience, but a willing obedience of the heart. 
It means obeying God because we want to. It 
is a matter not only of our words and actions 
but of the motives and attitudes that underlie 
all words and actions. God is concerned about 
our outward conduct, but He is more concerned 
about the condition of our hearts. What we 
are at heart determines what we do. A half- 
hearted observance of all the ‘““Thou shalt nots” 
of God’s law will not produce a true testimony 
to Christ. A true testimony.must be based on 


right attitudes. Our speakers will help us to 


see what the right attitudes are. 


First Speaker: 

Before a person can bear true testimony to 
Christ, he must have the right attitude toward 
God. What is that right attitude? The Bible 


sums it up in one word, “love.” If we love God 


with heart, soul, mind, and strength, then we 
shall have the right attitude toward Him. If 
we love God, we shall put Him first in our lives. 
If we love Him, we shall worship Him in the 
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way He desires. If we love Him, we shall 
surely reverence His name. If we love Him, we 
shall keep His day of rest and worship. If we 
love Him, we are sure to be faithful in our 
reading of His word and in our prayers. If 
we love Him, we shall want to be very active 
in the work and service of His church. If we 
love Him, we shall want never to miss an op- 
portunity to worship Him and learn of Him 
in the services of the church. If we really love 
Him, we shall observe all the “Thou shalt 
nots” naturally and joyfully. 


- How do we come to love God? We cannot 
pass a law which requires everyone to love God. 
Love does not work that way. If love has to 
be commanded, it is not really love. We can- 
not issue an order that we ourselves and other 
people must love God. How do we love God, 
and why do we love Him. “We love Him be- 
cause He first loved us.” That is what the Bible 
says, and that is the true answer. We grow in 
our love to God, as we become more aware of 
His wondrous love for us in Jesus Christ. We 
can lead other people to love God by showing 
them how God loved them and sent His only- 
begotten Son to die for their sins. The way to 
love God is to keep one’s eyes fixed on the Cross. 


Second Speaker: 


If we have the right attitude toward God, we 
shall also have the right attitude toward other 
people. If we love God, we must love our broth- 
ers also. This is necessary to our bearing a true 
testimony to Christ. We do not represent Christ 
Who loved people, unless we love them also. 


If we really love our brother, we shall natural- 
ly fulfill all the requirements of the law with 
regard to him. If we love him, we shall be glad 
to respect whatever authority God has given 
him over our lives. If we love him, we shall 
be interested in guarding his life and health. 
If we love him, we shall respect his character 
and want to do all we can to make it strong. 
If we love him, we shall do all we can to safe- 
guard his property. If we love him, we shall 
respect and protect his reputation. If we really 
love the world as God loved the world, we shall 


(Continued on Page 11) 
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A One-Minute Message on Stewardship 


February 


Paul was a man with a missionary passion. 
He was convinced that the Christ who saved 
him could also save others. He saw God’s 
gracious purpose of salvation as the purpose 
reached to all men. It was impossible for men 
to catch Paul’s spirit without becoming men 
who were possessed by the passion to win others 
to Christ. 


Paul and his converts stood together in a 
fellowship of prayer. Paul’s letters were filled 
with tender passages in which he reveals the way 
he bore the burden of the care of the churches 
in prayer to God. He prayed for the churches. 
He prayed constantly for his friends as indi- 
viduals. Through prayer the struggling churches 
scattered over the Roman Empire were bound 
into a great fellowship in Christ. 


February - Message from “Stewardship in the 
New Testament Church” by Rolston. 


Can we not fellowship with those in_ the 
foreign field who have caught His passion for 
the evangelism of the world? We can become 
partners with them - indeed partners with God, 
through our prayers and our gifts. Both may 
be measured by cur love and faith in Him. 


Paul said “And God shall supply every need 
of yours according to his riches in glory in 
Christ Jesus.” 


How To Get Along 


1. Keep skid chains on your tongue; always 
say less than you think. Cultivate a low, per- 
suasive voice. How you say it often counts more 
than what you say. 


2. Make promises sparingly and keep them 
faithfully, no matter what it costs you. 


3. Never let an opportunity pass to say a 
kind and encouraging word to or about some- 
body. Praise good work done, regardless of 
who did it. If criticism is needed, criticize help- 
fully, never spitefully. 


4. Be interested in others: in their pursuits, 


their welfare, their homes and families. Make 
merry with those that rejoice; with those who 
weep, mourn. Let everyone you meet, however 
humble, feel that you regard him as one of 
importance. 
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5. Be careful. Keep the corners of your 
mouth turned up. Hide your pains, worries, 
and disappointments under a smile. Laugh at 
good stories, and learn to tell them. 


6. Preserve an open mind on all debatable 
questions. Deliberate but do not argue. /t is 
a mark of superior minds to disagree and yet 
be friendly. 


7. Let your virtues, if you have any, speak 
for themselves, and refuse to talk of another’s 
vices. Discourage gossip. Make it a rule to say 
nothing of another unless it is something good. 


8. Be careful of another’s feelings. Wit and 
humor at the other fellow’s expense are rarely 
worth the effort, and may hurt where least 
expected. 


9. Pay no attention to ill-natured remarks 
about you. Simply live so that nobody will 
believe them. Disordered nerves and bad di- 
gestion are a common cause of back-biting. 


10. Don’t be too anxious about your awards. 
Do your work, be patient and keep your dis- 
position sweet, forget self, and you will be 
rewarded. 

—From “TIPS” 


The Seed Had Taken Root 


The Ybor City Presbyterian Mission cele- 
brated the twentieth anniversary of the Rev. 
and Mrs. Walter Passiglia’s ministry in that 


community. As part of that week-long celebra- 


tion, three of us, now ministers, were asked to 
come back and conduct services during that 
time. I was asked to deliver the sermon on 
the Lord’s Day. 


During the part of the worship hour being 
conducted by Mr. Passiglia, I glanced at the 
announcements in the bulletin. One particular 
notice moved me deeply as I sat there waiting 
for my part of the service. My eyes fell upon 
the names of a list of children who had been 
received into the membership of the church the 
previous week. Two of these were the children 
of Manuel Navarro, one of the many young 
people who had been reached for Christ in the 
early years of the Mission’s work. 


For more than fifteen years, Manuel has 
been one of those “clock-and-calendar-Chris- 
tians,” indispensable, dependable, faithful. For 
some fifteen years he has been one of the bul- 
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warks of the choir. There he sat now, behind 
me. My thoughts walked back to those early 
years at the Mission and reflected on the tre- 
mendous influence it had exerted on the course 
of my life. I saw myself as part of the harvest 
of the seeding of those years now gone by. 
But even more, I saw Manuel’s children, half- 
hidden behind adults and pews, standing up 
to sing the hymns of the church, joining in the 
reading of the scriptures, participating in the 
prayers of the congregation . . . members of 
the body of Christ! The seed had taken root! 


I lifted a silent prayer of gratitude for the 
lives of those whom the providence of God had 
used to plant it here. | 

Oswald Delgado 
Winter Park, Florida 


Spotlighting World Missions 
THE BIBLE SAYS: 


God so loved the world that He gave His 
only begotten Son that whosoever believeth in 
Him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life. John 3:16. 


To open their eyes and to turn them from 
darkness to light, and from the power of Satan 
unto God, that they may receive forgiveness 
of sins, and inheritance among them which are 
sanctified by faith that is in Me. Acts 26:18. 


When I say unto the wicked, THOU SHALT 
SURELY DIE, and thou givest him not warn- 
ing nor speakest to warn the wicked from his 
wicked way to save his life; the same wicked 
man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood 
will I require at thine hand. Ezekiel 3:18. 


Go ye into all the world and preach the 
gospel to every creature. Mark 16:15. 


The harvest truly is great but the laborers 
are few. Luke 10:2. ; 


it is not the will of your Father which 
is in heaven, that one of these little ones should 
perish. Matt. 18:14. 


he that converteth the sinner from 
the error of his way shall save a soul from death, 
and shall cover a multitude of sins. James 5:20. 


They that be wise shall shine as the bright- 
ness of the firmament, and they that turn many 
to righteousness as the stars forever and ever. 
Daniel 12:3. 


He that reapeth receiveth wages and gathered 
fruit unto life eternal; that both he that soweth 
and he that reapeth may _ rejoice together. 
John 4:36. 


. . . the same Lord over all is rich unto 
all that call upon Him. For whosoever shall 
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call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. 
How then shall they call on Him in whom they 
have not believed? and how shall they believe 
in Him of whom they have not heard? and 
how shall they hear without a preacher? And 
how shall they preach, except they be sent? 
Romans 10:12-14. 


It pleased God by the foolishness of preach- 
ing to save them that believe. I Cor. 1:21. 


And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, 
WHOM SHALL I SEND? and WHO WILL 
GO FOR US? Then said I Here 
am I: SEND ME! Isaiah 6:8. 


Go therefore and teach all nations. Matthew 
28: 19,20. 


How beautiful are the feet of them that preach 
the gospel of Peace and bring glad tidings! 
Isaiah 52:7; Romans 10:15. 


Mrs. Charles J]. Knapp 
Moultrie, Georgia 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S DEPARTMENT 
(Continued from Page 9) 


do all we can to lead the world to God through 
faith in Christ. 


Just as it is useless to command a person to 
love God, so it is useless to command him to 
love his brother. It is only when we see God’s 
love for us and for other people, that we really 
begin to love them ourselves. We do not really 
love until the flame is kindled in our hearts 
by the love of God. If we are concerned about 
being obedient to God’s will, we must learn 
to love one another. The way to learn this 
love is to behold increasingly the love which 


God has for us and for others. 


Program Leader: 

If we really love God and one another, it 
will be seen in all our words and deeds, and it 
will mean that we are bearing a strong and 
true testimony for Christ. 


A COMMENTARY ON THE BIBLE 
By MATTHEW HENRY 
Now again available after being out of print. 
New biographical edition. A monumental 
work that has been for nearly two centuries 
without an equal and is to Bible teachers 
and to preachers what Shakespeare is to 


secular literature. Complete in every detail. 
Now in six-volume set, boxed, $24.50. Post- 


paid. 
ORDER FROM 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
WEAVERVILLE ... NORTH CAROLINA 
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Report on Presbyterian Negro 
Campaign 


By The Rev. P. D. Miller, D.D. 


In May of 1953 an effort was launched to raise 
$2,000,000 to help finance an advance movement 
in our Presbyterian Negro Work. Stillman College 
and the Division of Negro Work were to share 
equally in the funds raised. | 


At the time of this report, January 18, 1957, a 
total of $1,924,020 has been collected from pledges 
made in the campaign. Late in 1956, Stillman 
College qualified for the full $100,000 conditional 
grant made during the campaign by an anonymous 
Georgia Foundation. Including the Foundation 
grant, Stillman received through this effort a total 
of $1,000,290, which puts her just over the goal 
originally sought. 


What this money has meant to our Negro College 
can be fully understood only by those who knew it 
before and after the campaign. Two beautiful new 
buildings have been erected, another has been 
completely modernized and a substantial addition 
has been made to the permanent endowment. The 
faculty has been strengthened and the student body 
very much enlarged. In 1953 we had at Tuscaloosa 
a poorly equipped school, undertaking to do college 
work without accreditation. Today Stillman is a 
fully accredited four year college. 


The Negro Work Division of the Board of Church 
Extension has received as its part of the campaign 
$850,140 and has credited $72,963 which was given 
directly to new building projects in the early days 
of the campaign. This makes a total of $923,103 
raised for the purchase of sites and the erection 
of Negro churches, in strategic locations. These 
sites have been chosen in new Negro residential 
areas, some of them adjacent to large housing de- 
velopments, and several near the campus of Negro 
colleges. Twenty-four new churches have been com- 
pleted at a total of about $825,000, of which 
$540,559 was appropriated from campaign funds. 
Eight additional sites have been purchased and ap- 
propriatians made for three buildings not yet 


erected. A total of approximately $700,000 has 


been appropriated from campaign funds for all 
these new projects. Some thirty-five locations are 
involved in eleven different Synods. 


This work could never have been done without 
the assistance and over-sight of Church Extension 


Committees and Executives of white presbyteries. — 


In many cases the white presbyteries are giving 
financial aid through their regular budgets and 
encouraging the Negro churches to reach self-sup- 
port. As a result of all this we have practically 
doubled the size of our Negro membership and 
have more than doubled its strength. It is gen- 
erally conceded that nothing comparable to this 
has been done by any other denomination in the 
South. Such an accomplishment is the more re- 
markable when one considers the stresses and 
strains of these recent years. Very much remains 
to be done but a real start has been made. 


Gifts to the Negro Work Campaign by Synods 
are as follows: 


Alabama $122,878 Missouri $ 35,519 
Appalachia 175,307 North Carolina 233,599 
Arkansas 62,793 Oklahoma 12,984 
Florida 115,848 South Carolina 107,884 
Georgia 192,367 Tennessee 98,868 
Kentucky 49,669 Texas 222,223 
Louisiana 54,821 Virginia 168,510 
Mississippi 87,335 West Virginia 68,048 


Foundations and individuals outside our Assembly 
gave $115,367. . 


Stillman College and the Division of Negro Work 
unite in thanking God for His blessing upon this 
missionary effort. Gratitude is here expressed to 
every individual, organization and congregation 
which worked and gave to make the campaign of 
1953 a sueceess. Additional gifts are still coming 
in and all of them are needed; however, no further 
notices concerning pledges will be sent from the 
campaign office, except upon request. 


The Princeton Choir 


The Princeton Seminary Group will leave Prince- 
ton, New Jersey, on Tuesday, June 4, for its twelfth 
annual summer tour. During the past eleven sum- 
mers this group has sung in every state in the 
Union, every province in Canada except Newfound- 
land, in Cuba, Mexico, Guatemala, Alaska, Hawaii, 
Japan and Korea. 


This year the choir will visit Puerto Rico and 
possibly the Dominican Republic and Cuba, as well 
as Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Geor- 
gia, Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana and 
eastern Tennessee. About five weeks will be de- 
voted, to the States and three weeks to the islands 
of the West Indies. As usual, the choir will sing 
on the average of twice a day for eight weeks. 


Invitations from the areas listed above will be 
considered in the order of their receipt. The group, 


JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI | 


Write To | 
McFERRAN CROWE, President 


_A Four-Year Co-Educational College Owned by The Synod of Mississippi 


*®& High academic standard: 

* Strong in the faith 

* Select student body 

* Fine program of recreation and activities 
* Reasonable in cost 
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which is willing to sing in any church, regardless 
of size, depends entirely for its support’ upon a 
free-will offering and entertainment in the homes. 
The choir sings not only in churches, but often in 
hospitals, prisons, youth camps, schools, colleges, 
armed forces bases, business men’s clubs, on radio 
and television and occasionally in factories. 


For further information, address David Hugh 
Jones, Princeton Theological Seminary, Princeton, 
New Jersey, and a folder explaining all the re- 
quirements will be mailed immediately. 


Church Extension 


REPORT OF DECEMBER 1956 


$1,400,000.00 
Percentage of Annual Budget 

Balance Needed for The Year .......... 329,563.33 


G. B. Strickland, Treasurer 


FLORIDA 


Tampa—Mayor Nick Nuccio of Tampa, assisted 
by Dr. E. S. Campbell, chairman of the home 
missions committee of Westminster Presbytery, 
have broken ground for a new West Tampa Pres- 
byterian Church. The church will cost about 
$100,000. 


GEORGIA 


Atlanta—The Rev. Robert C. Pooley, Jr., pastor 
of the Presbyterian Church of Summerville, Ga., 
and an Air National Guard chaplain, has been 
selected secretary of the newly organized Atlanta 
chapter of the U. S. Military Chaplains Association. 


LOUISIANA 


Shreveport—Dr. Louis H. Evans, minister-at- 
large for the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., will 
speak on evangelism at the First Presbyterian 
Church in Shreveport on February 15. Dr. W. L. 
McLeod is pastor of First Church. 


A week of visitation evangelism coupled with 
a week of preaching services is planned in most of 
the churches participating in the program of Intra- 
Synod Exchange of Ministers, March 4 - April 21. 
Presbyterian ministers in the southern part of the 
Synod will exchange pulpits with ministers of the 
northern half of the Synod during part of this 
period. 


The Rev. Arthur Strickland of Tallulah, La., is 
chairman of evangelism in Red River Presbytery. 


Monroe—A Leadership Training School for the 
Eastern Area of Red River Presbytery will be 
held Feb. 4-8, at the First Presbyterian Church of 
Monroe. Leaders to conduct sessions each evening 
include the Rev. Paul Freeland, Nashville, Tenn.; 
Miss Florence Bennett, Baton Rouge, La., and Mrs. 
Mareus Mapp and the Rev. Ben Oliphant, Monroe. 


Monroe—A house adjoining the campus of North- 
east Louisiana State College has been acquired for 
the college’s Presbyterian Student House. ‘“ West- 
minster House,’’ as it will be known, will be the 
center of Presbyterian activities until a perma- 
nent Westminster Center is built sometime in the 
future. It is to be the headquarters of Mrs. Marcus 


Mapp, director of Campus Christian Life at NLSC. 


Funds for the purchase of Westminster House are 

expected to come through the 1957-58 campaign 
a Campus Christian Life in the synod and pres- 
ytery. 


New Orleans—Dr. John S. Land, pastor of the 
St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church here has 
been appointed by the Greater New Orleans Fed- 
eration of Churches to a committee whose purpose 
is to investigate possible sites for a Protestant 
Chapel and thheadquarters for the Federation in 
downtown New Orleans. 


Additional gifts of $38,200 and $1000 have been 
given anonymously toward the project recently. 
Dr. A. M. Serex, pastor of the Rayne Memorial 
Methodist Church, and president of the Federation 
of Churches said that these amounts added to the 
more than $60,000 already received, assures the 
“reality of a dream long possessed by Protestant 
leaders in Greater New Orleans. The creation of 
a downtown Protestant center will be accomplished 
as speedily as possible.”’ 


Members of the committee who will serve with 
Dr. Land include Mrs. L. K. Benson, president of 
the United Church Women, and a member of the 
Church of the Covenant (Presbyterian); Richard 
F. Lawton of the St. Charles Avenue Baptist 
Church; W. W. Pope of St. George’s Episcopal 
Church; J. W. Reilly Sr. of Rayne Memorial Meth- 
odist Church; Dr. J. D. Gray, pastor of the First 
Baptist Church. 


New Orleans—Announcement of the installation 
of two elders and eight deacons at Canal Street 
Presbyterian Church there was made by the Rev. 
Pat Easterling, church pastor. 


New elders ordained and installed in January 
are F. O. Hultberg and Frank King, Sr. 


New deacons ordained and installed include Carl 
Reuning, Jaime Pertuz, Calvin Sanford, Sr., and 
Stanley —T Deacons reinstalled are: John 
Bellott, J. B. Davies, Sr., William Green, and Louis 
Nick. 


KING COLLEGE 


... Coeducational ... Founded 1867 


Sound under vigorous Christian influences. Fully accredited. 
Four-year Liberal Arts, Sciences, Business Education. Four Types of Scholarships: 
(1) Competitive, (2) Academic, (3) Grant in Aid, (4) Remunerative Work. Sixty- 
Summer Session. 
Board, room, and tuition, $895.00. Catalog and illustrated booklet. 

a, £. LISTON, PRESIDENT — BOX “J,” BRISTOL, TENN. 


acre campus. Athletics. Dormitories. 
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as of February Ist. 
Relations Director of the Billy Graham Evangelistic. 


MISSISSIPPI 

Jackson—A convocation in this city launched the 
Jackson phase of Belhaven College’s $1,500,000 
development program which is underway. The 
Jackson part of the program began January 24. 


Among benefits Belhaven College will receive 
from the development program will be a new $500,- 
000 science building and dormitory. 


After Mississippi Synod approved the campaign 
earlier, the first phase for $250,000 was launched 
and that quota went over the top. 


Following this, a number of Jackson business 
men set an objective of $250,000 to be raised in 
the city. 


The Board of Trustees of Belhaven has been 
working and planning for the development program 
for some time. 


A steering committee for the Jackson area has 
been working since the summer of 1956.. 


NEW YORK 


New York— In the New York offices of the Billy 
Graham Crusade, announcement was made this 
week of the resignation of Jerry Beavan, effective 
Mr. Beavan has been Public 


Association. 


Beavan, who has been on a two-month rest 
vacation, explained that health was the basic factor 
in the decision, together with the necessity of 
curtailing the excessive travel which has averaged 
100,000 flying miles per year during the past six 
years. 


Evangelist Graham in accepting the resignation 
“with regret’? announced that Beavan would serve 
in a behind-the-scenes advisory capacity to the 
Graham staff in the direction of the forthcoming 
New York Crusade, which organization Mr. Beavan 
had largely developed during the past year. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Charlotte — Queens College has been pledged 
$100,000 by Trinity Presbyterian Church as a gift 
in anticipation of the college fund raising cam- 
paign which will begin in the fall, Dr. Edwin R. 
Walker, president of the college, has announced. 
The Trinity congregation met on the Queens campus 
from the time it was organized in 1951 until its 
first building was erected in 1955. 


Raleigh—Mrs. Harold J. Dudley, wife of the 
Executive Secretary of the Synod of North Caro- 
lina and Presbyterian minister Dr. Harold J. Dudley, 
a elected president of Raleigh Woman’s 

ub. 


Mrs. Dudley is a graduate of the Assembly’s 
Training School and a former Director of Christian 
Education. She has been active in civic and church 
work all over the Southeast and is one who carries 
Christian citizenship over into her club life. 


Because of Mrs. Dudley’s belief in carrying 
Christian citizenship into civic work, classes in 
Bible are now offered at the N. C. Woman’s Prison, 
with classes becoming so popular that every one 
of them is packed, and the third six-week-session 
is now in progress. 

A course in family relations for the prison 


women is in the planning stage at the present, 
because of Mrs. Dudley. 


Yes, a host of trained and dedicated people 
are at your service in the church—writing and 
editing church literature, planning your church’s 
educational program, anticipating your every need in church 
and church school supplies. You profit by their efforts 
when you patronize your Presbyterian Book Store, where each 
piece of literature and church equipment is selected to meet your 
needs as a Presbyterian. Visit your nearest 
Presbyterian Book Store or write for the 1957 Book and Supply 


Presbyterian Book Stores 
Box 6127, Atlanta 8, Georgia Box 1020, Dallas 21, Texas Box 1176, Richmond 9, Virginia 


Catalog. 
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Davidson—Gifts to Davidson College in 1956 
totaled more than $800,000, an increase of 80 per 
cent over 1955 contributions. 


President John R. Cunningham said today that 
final 1956 figures showed $839,000 was given to 
the college. This was an increase of $370,537 over 
the $468,667 donated in 1955. 


Most of the money went into the college endow- 
ment fund, and almost $150,000 into plant im- 
provements. 


The scholarship endowment is in honor of the 
late Rev. William McIlwaine Thompson, and his 
brother, Dr. W. Taliaferro Thompson, Jr., both of 
Richmond, Va., and both 1934 graduates of David- 
son. 


Reviewing college finance trends, Dr. Cunning- 
ham cited the unprecedented “Program for Har- 
vard,’”’ announced by President Nathan M. Pusey. 
Harvard will seek from 75 to 100 millions, and 
states in Dr. Pusey’s words: “all colleges that are 
alive are in need.”’ 


Dr. Cunningham agreed with Dr. Pusey that “a 
college or university is rich or poor not in terms 
of its visible resources, but only as these are set 
against the variety and extent of its full program 
and activity, and against its demonstrated capaci- 
ties and ambitions.”’ 


Also included in Davidson’s 1956 tabulation was 
$225,000 from the Ford Foundation, $145,000 for 
faculty salary endowment and $80,000 as an ac- 
complishment grant. Similar amounts are sched- 
uled to be received from the Foundation in June. 


The college’s total endowment is now more than 
$8,000,000. The Board of Trustees have voted to 
increase enrollment gradually from the current 
850 to a maximum 1,000, but to govern the increase 
pete improvement of salaries, plant and other fa- 
cilities. 


Greenville—The Presbytery of Albemarle, con- 
sisting of ministers and elder representatives from 
53 Presbyterian Churches in Eastern North Caro- 
lina, met in its regular winter session at the Ply- 
mouth Presbyterian Church, Tuesday, January 15th. 


Two important questions confronting the min- 
isters and elders were the widely debated proposed 
changes in the Book of Church Order and the Con- 
fession of Faith passed by the General Assembly 
last Spring and sent to the Presbyteries for their 
discussion and action. Albemarle Presbytery voted 
to approve both of these changes. The first relates 
to permitting women to be selected elders and 
deacons in the Church. The other relates to divorce 
and remarriage. 


The Moderator of the Presbytery was Dr. John 
Hay of Ahoskie; the Recording Clerk, Rev. J. W. B. 
Brooks of Rocky Mount, and General Secretary, 
Rev. Thomas M. Davis of Greenville. 


The General Secretary reported that gifts of the 
Churches to Benevolences for General Assembly, 
Synod and Presbytery work amounted to $120,473 
for 1956 and that they had accepted a budget of 
$140,738 for 1957. 


Dr. C. I. Lewis, former pastor of the Tabb Street 
Presbyterian Church of Petersburg, Virginia, was 
received and arrangements were made for his 
installation as pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Goldsboro. 
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LOUIS EVANS’ 


new book 
will help 


you to 


MAKE YOUR 
FAITH WORK 


A Letter from James 


A thorough study of James with many il- 
lustrations by the Minister-at-Large, Board 
of National Missions, Presbyterian Church in 
the U.S.A. From the Letter of James, Dr. 
Evans answers a series of soul-searching 
questions to help the reader test and guide 
his life. $2.50 


(apy, At your bookstore | 
ae FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY, Publishes | 


The Word of God 
in the form of tracts 
quickly pierces mind and 
heart and convicts of sin. a! 
The ministry of tract prem 
distribution relies not on | 
the human agency for 
results but on the quick 
and powerful Word itself. 3 
GLADLY RECEIVED 
These beautiful tracts in eo ee 
sparkling colors with 
crisp messages of hope 
and cheer are welcomed EE 
by all. Wide assortment aA 
assures appropriate tracts 
for all needs. Begin this 

ministry now. 


Send $1 today for 
large supply. 


“BACK TO GOD” TRACT COMMITTEE 


Dept. S.P.,, 2850 Kalamazoo Ave., S. E. 
GRAND RAPIDS 8 MICHIGAN 
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77 used to feel unhappy about growing old. 
i felt advancing years would put an end to the ac- 
tive, useful life | had led. | was afraid I'd be put on 
the shelf as far as Christian service was concerned. 


“Then | heard about PTL Annuities. stands for 


4 discovered that through investing my savings 
in a PTL Annuity | could accomplish two wonderful 
things: 
1. of mind and heart 


“IMAGINE! 


“Imagine! At my age! (You may guess it but Il 
never tell it) I’m still actively serving the Lord 
through my PTL Annvity, ‘and besides, have no more 


financial worry.” 


Write teday for a free 


a YJ AJewee ALFRED A. KUNZ, 


International Director 


The Docket Testament, league 


FIFTH AVENUE 


NEW YORK 10 N 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Columbia — Groundbreaking ceremonies have 
been held for the new Forest Lake Presbyterian 
Church, Columbia, and the construction of a sanc- 
tuary and Sunday School building is under way. A 
sanctuary seating 400 persons and Sunday School 
classrooms for 800 persons will be provided for 
the congregation that was organized last fall. A 
larger sanctuary, seating 1,000 people, will be 
built later. A fellowship hall, which will accom- 
modate 200, is in the present plans. 


The church is in contemporary style, of brick 
and glass, and present construction is expected to 
be completed by June. 


TENNESSEE 


Nashville—Mrs. Everett E. Gourley, Jr., mis- 
sionary for the Presbyterian Church, U.S., to West 
Brazil, died in Sao Paulo January 14. Funeral 
services were held January 15. 


Mrs. Gourley, the former Miss Nancy Armistead 
of Montreat, N. C., was the wife of the business 
manager of the West Brazil Mission, and was 
herself serving in educational work in the mission. 


A son, Kevin Armistead Gourley, was born to 
the couple on December 25, and another son, 
Blanton Craig, was born in Brazil, in 1955. 


Mrs. Gourley was the daughter of the Rev. and 
Mrs. W. H. Armistead, formerly pastor of Friend- 
ship Presbyterian Church in Black Mountain, N. C., 
who are now living in Ormond Beach, Fla. Mrs. 
Gourley held her membership in the Black Moun- 
tain Church. She received her education at Bob 
rae University, Montreat College, and Queens 

ege. 


_ The Gourleys sailed for Brazil in June 1954, and 
since 1955 have made their home in Patrocinio. 


Mr. and Mrs. Everett E. Gourley, Sr., were visiting 


the missionaries at the time of the younger Mrs. 
Gourley’s death. 
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TEXAS 


Houston—A groundbreaking service was held 
January 13, between the two morning worship 
services as Bellaire Presbyterian Church of Houston 
began construction of a new sanctuary. 


After a brief worship service at the site of the 
new building, several representatives of the church 
organizations and activities took formal part in 
the groundbreaking ceremony, along with invited 
guests of the church who were: Dr. Charles King 
of the First Presbyterian Church, Dr. Robert Bul- 
lock, the first pastor of the Bellaire Church, Dr. 
ren, Purcell, representing the Presbytery, and 
others. 


Each person who wished to share in the building 
was invited to turn a spade of dirt. 


Dallas—Members of the Wynnewood Presby- 
terian Church at Dallas were shot at church Jan- 
uary 13, according to the church’s pastor, the Rev. | 
Daniel A. Baker—shot with health protective Salk 
anti-polio vaccine, that is. 


Some 300 adults and children lined up at the 
church offices following both morning worship 
services to take part in the inoculation program. 


The plan for the immunization against the di- 
sease came from Rev. Mr. Baker, and the doctor- 
members of the Wynnewood Church voluntered 
their time free to administer the program. Plans 
are now being made to administer the remaining 
two shots which will make the vaccine thoroughly 
effective. The congregation will receive the other 
shots at the church on other Sunday mornings. 


The doctors who gave their services for the pro- 
gram were Dr. Carol O. Haymes, Dr. J. C. Piranio, 
and Dr. William D. Crane. Nurses who helped with 
the shots were Miss Florence Morrell, Mrs. Forrest 
Ray, and Mrs. S. Swafford, along with three stu- 
dent nurses: Miss Davelyn Pritchett, Miss Connie 
McGee and Miss Donna Lowery. 


A reported 86 children and young people took 
advantage of the vaccine furnished free by the 
city for all persons under 20 years of age. The 
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others were charged only for the cost of the vac- 
cine. 


Commerce—Two ruling elders were ordained and 
installed and four deacons were installed, three of 
them ordained, in the Commerce church in early 
January. D. C. Abernathy, Jr., and Paul F. Street, 
former deacons in the congregation, were ordained 
and installed as elders. Malcolm D. Calhoun, Jr., 
Kenneth Michels and Grover Sims were ordained 
and installed deacons at the same time. G. A. 
Lynch, having been ordained previously, was in- 
stalled a deacon. Reports to Paris Presbytery for 
1956 are among the most encouraging in the his- 
tory of the church: 39 additions, twenty of these 
by profession of faith, for a membership, the first 
time in the life of the congregation, of 200; be- 
nevolent contributions almost 40% above presby- 
tery’s quota; and completion of air-conditioning of 
the sanctuary and education building without debt. 


Dallas—The Texas Presbyterian Foundation will 
receive $2,000,000 from the sale of American Lib- 
erty Oil Company, it was announced Jan. 9 by Dr. 
Hubert H. Hopper, Foundation director, and Toddie 
Lee Wynne, American Liberty President. 


This is believed to be the largest single trans- 
action ever to involve the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S., and its institutions. Of the two million, 
$600,000 is earmarked for specific purposes, the 
announcement stated. The remaining $1,400,000 
will go into the foundation’s endowment fund for 
ew all the institutions of the Synod of 

exas. 


Austin College in Sherman will receive $300,000 


for a chapel; the Pan-American School in Kings- 
ville, $100,000; MO-Ranch, the Presbyterian con- 
ference ground near Hunt, Texas, $100,000; and 
Hollins College in Virginia, $100,000 for a chapel 
to be named after Mrs. Wynne’s mother, Mrs. 
Allie Nash Young. 


Hollins College is not affiliated with the Presby- 
terian Church, but the Texas Presbyterian Foun- 
dation will administer the $100,000 going to the 
school, Mr. Wynne explained. Mrs. Wynne’s mother, 
Mrs. Wynne, and the Wynne daughters are all 
graduates of the college. | 


The Texas oilman has long taken an important 
part in the work of the Presbyterians in Texas. 
It has been his custom to provide a plane each 
year for the use of Austin Seminary Seniors to 
make a flying visit to headquarters of the Church 
in Atlanta, Richmond, and Nashville. During 1956 
Mr. Wynne was chairman of the Texas Presby- 
terians’ “Together for Christ’? campaign, which 
raised more than $5,000,000 for the Synod’s edu- 
cational institutions. The Wynnes are members of 
Highland Park Presbyterian Church in Dallas. 


VIRGINIA 


Montgomery Presbytery met in its 243rd Stated 
Meeting in the Presbyterian Church of Buchanan, 
. Virginia, on Tuesday, January 22, 1957, at 10 A.M. 


In the absence of the Moderator, Ruling Elder 
Arthur B. Richardson, Rev. J. L. Coppock acted 
as the retiring Moderator by conducting the open- 
ing devotional service of worship, preaching the 
opening sermon, on the subject, “First Things 
First”, from the Scripture passage of Matthew 
6:24-34 and making the opening prayer. There 
were present thirty-seven Ministers and forty-five 
Ruling Elders. Rev. John A. Ricks was elected 
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catalog today! 


Choose the Vacation Bible School 
course that’s ALL-BIBLE and all 
planned for you! With action- 
packed Bible stories, colorful work- 
books, purposeful handicraft and 
message-filled music—it’s the 1957 
VBS course by Scripture Press! 


Order from your local 


oy Christian Bookstore or write 
“RY SCRIPTURE PRESS 


1825 College Ave., Wheaton, Illinois 


DEPT. SPS-27 


] Send FREE VBS catalog 
C) Send Introductory Packet (5 work- 
books, 5 manuals, promotional aids, 
catalog), $3.15 
Money refunded if not satisfied. 


Name 

Address 

City Zone___State 
Position 


Moderator. Rev. Howard C. Leming was granted 
a letter of dismissal to Bluestone Presbytery that 
he may accept the call of the First Church of 
Welch, W. Va., to become its pastor. Rev. John A. 
Ricks was elected to succeed Rev. H. C. Leming as 
Assistant Clerk for a term of three years ending 
with the January Meeting of 1960. Rev. Robert F. 
Field was received from Winchester Presbytery, 
and given Evangelistic Powers for one year that 
he may organize a church in the Colonial Heights 
section of Roanoke, Va. Rev. Henry L. Willis 
was received from Greenbrier Presbytery and ar- 
rangements were made for him to be installed as 
pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of Nar- 
rows, Va. Rev. Millard M. Stephens was received 
from East Mississippi Presbytery and arrangements 
were made for his. installation as pastor of the 
High Bridge Presbyterian Church of Natural 
Bridge, Va. This was the first meeting of Presby- 
tery after the changed boundaries went into effect. 
By this change Presbytery lost to West Hanover 
Presbytery the Churches of: First of Lynchburg, 
Westminster, Rivermont, Quaker Memorial, Be- 
thesda, Jehovah-Jireh, Academy, Altavista, Castle 
Craig, Otterwood and Pisgah. ; 


Presbytery also lost to West Hanover Presby- 
tery the following Ministers: E. B. McGukin, E. A. 
Woods, W. W. Williamson, J. E. Long and F. C. 
Hutcheson. By the same change of boundaries of 
Presbytery, we received the following churches: 
Anderson Memorial, Forest Hills, Irisburg and Kate 
Anderson. By the same change of boundaries 
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Presbytery received also the following Ministers: 
Cc. W. Reed, Wertz J. Miller, Irvine Mitchell and 
H. M. ‘Washburn. 


The pastoral relationship of Rev. H. M. Washburn 
with the Kate Anderson Church was extended for 
one year. Presbytery appointed Ruling Elder Ar- 
thur B. Richardson, Chairman, Rev. A. H. Hollings- 
worth, Jr., and Ruling Elder Frank G. Payne to 
be a committee to represent Montgomery Presby- 


_ tery in meeting with committees of the Presbyteries 


of Lexington and West Hanover on the Matter of 
Division of Capital Funds. A Committee of Ruling 
Elders was appointed to consider and report on 
the advisability of increasing the minimum salary 
for pastors in the Presbytery from $4000 to $4500. 


Rev. Al S. Burdette was nominated to be Mod- 
erator of the next Stated Meeting (the 224th) of 


Presbytery which is to_be held in the Anderson 


Memorial Presbyterian Church of Martinsville, Va., 
en Tuesday, April 9, 1957, at 10:00 A.M. 


nh 


A, 


THE NEGLECTED EDUCATIONAL HERITAGE 
OF SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIANS. R. T. L. 
Liston. Order from the author, c/o King College, 
Bristol, Tennessee. $1.50. 


This volume contains the Smyth Lectures given 
in 1951 by Dr. R. T. L. Liston, president of King 
College, Tennessee. These lectures were heard by 
an appreciative audience of ministers and =e 
logical seminary students. 


Lecture I is entitled “Our Father, John Calvin”. 
Calvin is portrayed as a great scholar and also one 
who was deeply interested in training of the men. 
Quite early in his Genevan experience he built a 
school. A Dutch scholar described this school as 
an academy that “has lighted the Christian world; 
it is the strong stay of faith, the foundation of the 
church, the refuge and nursing home of learning 
and the art.” President Liston believes that what 
made the Presbyterian Church and the modern 
world was a great mind filled with learning and 


fired with the love of God and set to the task of 


training others in the ways of God. 


“Our Educational Heritage From Scotland” is 
the subject of Lecture II. The author believes that 
the Church of Scotland became what it was because 
of the combined influence of John Knox’s Bible, 
Calvin’s Geneva Bible, and John Knox’s school 
house. As was true among the sons of Calvin, 
everywhere Scotland was changed by the Reforma- 
tion as no other nation has been changed. The 
author comments, “These were our fathers. They 


WANTED: Housemother for high school girls 
in church school west of the Mississippi. Main 
qualification, vision and a willing heart. Ages 
35-67. Employment 10 months of the year. 
Give three references, including minister. 
Write- SUPT 
c/o The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville, North Carolina 
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‘did great things. They did them by means of a 


Christian education program which has always been 

an essential part of the life of our Presbyterian 

oe Why do we not do more of these same 
ings 


Dr. Liston points out the great Reformed tra- 
dition in education was well carried on until recent 
years. He shows that in the 20th century Cal- 
vinism has not placed the same emphasis upon 
education and that our desertion of the great Cal- 
vinistic tradition goes beyond the matter of money. 
The author urges Presbyterians to realize that the 
maintenance and propagation of the Christian faith 
at the highest level of intellectual life is a major 
problem of our time and is at this moment being 
pi — neglected by our Presbyterian 

ure 


The conclusion Dr. Liston reaches is that the 
Presbyterian Church must show a new earnestness 
and new courage in the field of educational leader- 
ship in the United States. He writes, ‘““The Presby- 
terian Church stands in a _ position of peculiar 
responsibility in the United States holding the tra- 
dition of educational leadership for all the modern 
world. Our branch of Presbyterianism is not the 
largest but the most compact of American Presby- 
terianism. Jesus said, ‘To whom much is given, of 
him shall much be required. — 


This volume should cause Presb to have 
a higher appreciation of their educational heritage 
and challenge them to promote Christian education 
that emphasizes the Reformed Faith 


John R. Richardson 
A TREASURY OF STORIES. Herbert V. Proch- 
now. W. A. Wilde Co. $2.00. 


The hundreds of interesting items that make up 
this practical reference book have been carefully 
selected to_ be suitable for a wide variety of 


_oecasions. Each story, illustration and epigram has 


many applications. The book is planned to be of 
value in round table discussions, men’s church clubs, 
women’s church organizations and leaders of young 
adult groups. The author is an officer of a large 
Chicago bank and has had large experience in 
church work for many years. 


INSPIRING TALKS TO JUNIORS. Marion G. 
Gosselink. W. A. Wilde Co. $2.50. 


This new collection of inspiring talks to boys 
and girls discusses Biblical and ethical themes. 
Pastors, Sunday School superintendents who face 
a weekly deadline in giving a devotional message 
to children will find helpful material in this volume. 
Parents who want practical help for the spiritual 
training of children in the home will also find 
this work useful 


SHOULD CHRISTIANS DRINK? Everett Tilson. 
Abingdon Press. $2.00. 


Dr. Tilson begins this volume by examining the 


major source of our Christian faith—the Bible. 


He holds that a dynamic and functional approach 
supports abstinence. He points out that literal 
interpretation alone of the Bible does not forbid 
drinking. He gives a historical survey of the atti- 
tude of the churches on the subject of drinking. 


Very clearly the author shows how alcohol has 
been the destroyer of important spiritual values. 
Evidence is presented here that the Christian should 
answer with a positive “No” the question “Should 
Christians drink?” 
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